r itii08§: 


eep things wore bau | e ) : : é 

D 5 A to tell; but I foall no orb : 

Left fome in wrath aZainfj "é well, and do Die pa 
. y : 
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Wonder of this eAG E. 


Being arelation of the life of ROGER 
CRAB, living neer Uxbridg, taken from his own 
Tmouth, fhewing his ftrange referved and unparallel’d 
kind of life, whe counteth it a finagain{t his body and 
foule to eate any fort of Flefi, Fifth, or living Creature, 
or to drinke any Wine, Ale, or Beere. He can live with 

- three farthingsa week. 


His conftant food is Rootsand Hearbs , as Cabbage, 
Turneps, Carrets, Dock-leaves, and Graffe; alfo Bread 
ind Bran, without Butter or Cheefe: His Cloathing 
is Sack-cloath.. | 


He kftthe Army, and kept a Shopat 
CHES H AM, and hath now left off that,. and 
fold a confiderable Eftate to give co the Poore, 
fhewing his reafons from the Scriptare, Mark, ro. 


21. Fer. 35. 


Wherefore if meate wake wy brother to offend, I will never eate 
flefh while the world flands, t Cor. 8. 13. 


LONDON, | 
Printed , and are to be fold.in Pop:f- head Alley, and at 
.- the Exchange .. 36 3.5 3 


, : are, : — = a LZ we ae ees page ptrtt 
oi ee ee | Koti dothebed bt eet b Shi ST 
< ger he ) i Sth STEREO ETE EEE ee PLEO TE 


“The Publifher tothe Reader.» 
oneft Reader, od : 
Hi i  Efore yon come to the Authors own Epiftle, and stills 
‘thal tention fome remarkable paffagess which I bad from q 
omn mouth , and finde them not mentioned in bis writing 5 / 
oe and I can affure thee this Relaizon i no feigned oy fe | 
ble, but hoi haft ii prefented to thy View, “s I received it fromthe Au- | 
thor bim(elfe, with all the Verfes of bis own coumpene, steer 
This Roger Grab is well known te many in this City a nena 
pry ,and while this Booke was printing , be ftayed purpofe , sa i : 
(ay till it was publifbed, and I Hae in ee s ao A . Stas 
hor in white Crofle Street 5 atone Mr. Cart - 
Saori pare reforted to fee bim, where fuch as doubt of it 
a 6 fatisfied. 1 am informed by bim{elfe and others, bow that 
ede rs fince : Hee was a Haberdafber of Hats 5 and kept a Shop at 
ar aie in Buckingamfhire 5 and bath fince given cver- bis Trade, | 
papi bis Eftate , and given it to the poore , referving a fimail matter 
bimfelfe » being a fingle man, and now liveth atIcknam , neare 
Uxbridge one a (mall Roode of ground , for which be payeth fifty foil- 
lings a year and bath 4 mean Cottage of biis own building to it 5 Spey 
ie is moft frange and moft to be adrrired, is bis ftrange re ue ) i. 
Hermeticall kinde of life, in refufing te cat any fort of fief, and {ait as 
is a_finne againft his body and foul to edi fiz(b, or to drinke any ae ey 
Wine bis dyet is onely [uch poore homely foode as bis own Roo of 
. und beareth as Corne, Bread, and bran,Hearbs, Roots, Dack-leaves, 
aaalowel and graffe, bis drink is water, bis aparrell is as medne alo, 
be wearer a fackcloth frock, and uo band on his neck : and ibis he faith 
5 out of confcience, and in obedience to that command. of Ghrift, to the 
i na man inthe Gofpell, and in imitation 0 ftbe Prophets, and.the Re- 
yi in Jer. 35. who neither planted vinyards , nor-builded: oufes, 
on drank wine, and were highly commended by the Lord for it Dreafo- 
ned the cafe with bim,& told bim that I conceived Chrifts meawing oy 
he badthe young man fell all be bad and give to the poore, was, Lees 
ould part with all bis dearest Sines , that were as dear to bim as.bis 
poffeyfions , er el fe to try him for bis coveteon/ne{fe i anjwered, sae | 
cana man give that money to the poor which he felleth his finnes Lae € 3 : 


. 
ROS en eB cate RTE FON ET 


A ee 


~~ 
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| To the Reader. - 
Rercetve be is well read in the Scriptures, be bath , 
as welt 7 argned fFronaly wii 

His sy the Country » tbout this and py ree 
leeca. Hs Sy wt Twill not be fo tedious tothe reader as to mention 
Hi i ane of civil Misifiracy , ard is neither for the Levea 
eH eyes Aakers, nor Shakers, nor Ranters, but ghove Ordinances 
anil en Jearsin the Warres for the Purliiment 3° is the m ‘ 

mire hat be is alone in this opinion of eating , which py, ety 
an error, ttisan barmeleffe error, lee 


lbave beard fi; : bes 
Preffe that Cap. Norwood was acqutinted AN a this was.in the 


AS (Tio: to’his opinion, began to follow the fame hy Herre A 
rena aR Felix quant facit alienem. pericula cautem, Jy Pe 
bearbs aida «Pend af fuck per fons that were wedke , who did eate 
are ies va Sredt jcruple of eating lel ; but the Apoftle faith 
1 Tink gg, And dh Cone if it be received witb thankefulneffe, 
ther to offend 1 will de tty ih a ade bro 
Kom. 4. 2, 3; < One believech he he ae ea ee 
39 y eateall chi = 
eae 2 idea eateth hearbs, let noc him that aH defpile 
iba Fie ar not, Or. The reajon why this man betooke bimfelfe 
Vath +e referved life, be faith was, that be might be more free 
pasties o iff, pride ; and becaufe of the many lyes, (wearing, and 
en, As - He too frequently ufed by moft Shop-keepers tm Tradef- 
sip: rophet complains in Hof, 4:1,2,3. Forthe Lord hath 
onctroverfie with che inhabicanes of the Land, beeaufe th ae 
no truch, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God, but ates hl 
and lying, and killing, and ftealing; and wori bey b 
out, and blood roucheth blood ; the jer 
€*c. But however, we may fee bow apt 


nd » and torun into ex 
thia ie the better, and more tolerable which this 
shofen, rather then that of our Englifp Anticks 

! 2 


| Feceivin 
is Homacke could difgeff, or his belly cong aine, ded fddenly pie 


a: 
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a minora 


Tothe Reader. 8 


“ithe Table : and Dotior Taylor, that famous Preacher of Alderman- 
- bury, in bis Booke of the Theatre of Gods judgments, makes mention of 


Maximinus the Emperour, who was given to fuch exceffe.and gluttony, 


that every day for bis allowance be bad forty pound of flefb and bread au- 
freerable, and frve gallons of wine for bis drinke, which be conftantly de- 
“voured, befides fallets and made di(bess. 


Alfothe Emperour Bonefus would drinke bealths, and eate exceffive- 
ly 5 both thefe came to wiferable ends, this Empereur was banged, and 
theformer cut in pieces by his Sculdiers , fee more at large inthe fecond 
part of that booke , page 102. I will adde but one more Relation 
bee mentions, which bad I not fo good an Author for, I foould not 
give credittoit : A rich Citizens fonne baving left bim by bis Father 
thirty thoufand pounds in ready money, befides Jewels, Plate, and Hloufes 
ricbly furnifbed , was foprodigall as to confume all his wbole eftate i 
three yeares, and bee badd great. longing to pleafe all bis five Sences at 
once, and did accomplifb it, allowing to each Sence a feverall hundred 
pound, it would be too tedious to menticn all the ftory ; bee grew at laft to 
all debauchedneffe that could be named, and was forced (hamefully ts beg. 
of bis acquaintance, and was after preft for a common Souldier, fee pae 
the laft of that Booke above mentioned. I {ball no longer detaine the Rea- 

der fiom the Hermits relation ; tbefe things I thought would be moft per- 
tinent to impart to thee, hoping then wilt make this gaod ufe of it, by 
avoyding the fe two Extreams, and walking in the golden meane of rtue 
godline{l’, which bath the promife of this life, and of that which is to 
come. Vale. | 


One more remarkable thing hee toldme: That when hee was in Clarken-well Prifon, 
the 17. of ths January, 1654. His Keeper having a prejudice againft him, and orde- 
red the Prifoners not to ler him have bread with his water , and four him downe in the 
hole all night. The next merning, being fomething bungry, walking in the Prifon yard, 
there came a Spannell and walked after bim three-or foure tunes, with a peece of bread. 
in his mouth + He looked upon him, and wondered why the Dog walked (as he thought ) 
with a Chip in his mouth : He looked at tbe Dogge, and he layd it downe : and perceie 
wing it was bread, he walked avvay againe, and the Dog walked after him witb ita. 
gaine: then he ftooped , and the Dog layd it downe to his hand, then be tooke and wi. 
pedit, and eate it. ae 


a TO 
Epift. 1. 18, leave ont 50.5. a year. 


a 
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O Mr. Godbold, Preacher at Uxbridge in Middlefex, 1 Dedi . 7, 

: courfe, Becaufe he was my friend to help peal my a a a Dil- 

ing my friends of Chefham, Thar f wasa Witch, and was run away, 2 4 bale 

never come againe. You being a publick Preacher, may doe me greater { ou 

in helping me to difhonour him 5 for J have beeu aloft 3. years con ehyice 
my old man by difhonour. ‘Therefore if you can ftirre up any more to Ga 
this work, pray do, if ic be not hnrefull to your felf, and they thar do {9 T ref 
Your referved friend, Roger Crab, ee 


To the Impartial Reader. 


| N whom malicious envy delights, to be for birds af a feather, draw tom 
gether : But (uch a Conftitution is not te be condemned, left we fhould 
condemn the worke of Ged in the fleth, but rather to be inftrudied with 
the light of the Scriptures, that thereby be may know bim felfe, and judg 
bimfelfe to be undone and empty, that lave and zeale may take poffeffion 
and then be will be more valiant , and bold for God and the Scripture 
then be that is moderately ccrftituted : Then let we labour for a fingle eye 
which maketh the whole body lights Imeane a fingle heart in fingle de- 
fignes, which cannot ftand with lindfey-woolfey garments, nor with dou= 
ble tongues, nor varieties of fancies after meates and drin Re 5 for Chrift 
bimfelfe was to eate butter and boney till be came to knowledge to choofe 
the good, and refufe the evill, fa.7. 415. Andif naturall Adam bad 
Rept tobis fingle natural fruits of Gods appointment , namely fruits and 
hearbs, we bad not been corrupted. Thus we fee that by eating and drin- 
king we are {wallowed up in corruption; for ever fince Noah came 
out of the Arke, the world being drowned , andno fruits nor hearbs-on 
the earth, man was ordered to eate the fle(b of the Creature which came 
out of the Arke, fo that by that meancs our deftres were made ftrong after 
Hefb 5 Thar wken the bearbs & innocent food was come forth, we flight~ 
edit , culling it tra(b in comparifon of a Beaft, or beaftly fle(b ; fo that by 
that meanes the flefr-deftroying Spirits and Angels draweth neer us, and 
frequently attendeth man. kind. This you may fee by the Angels that 
same to Abraham to deftroy the flefh of the Sodomites: Abraham 
knowing their defigne, killed them a Calfe, and made them a flefbly feaft, 
fo that we may fee God bath all forts of creatures for all forts o f defignes, 
and for all forts of food both in beaven and in earth ; Innocent creatures 
for innocent food, and beaftly creatures for beaftly and flefbly food. 
I reft your friend as you pleafe, 
From my poore Cottage neere Roger Crab, 


Uxbridg, Fan, 1654. 
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THE 


ENGLISH HERMITE 


AT | 
F#CKNAM 
NEER 


UXBRIDGE. 


3 Ecing I am become a gazing ftock to the 


eSNG : 
Bog (ies 44 Nasion, & a wonderment to many friends 
eA SY? ik] in chis my referved life, I fhall cherefore 


Hees < Us indite a few lines as the moft high hall di- 
KoA Py \ YS4yj] re& me, wherein I fhall give an account of 
| a 

| 


eA 
ee 
2 a 
ABS 


Br Vso7 fi e| thismy undoing, owning Chrift and the 
A Se) Prophets to be exemplary both in prophe- 
cying and pra@tifing, as farre as God (hall give power to any 
man ;] having truly examined it, and often difputed it with 
all Sexes and Minifters in moft Counties in England, and moft 
of them grants methat the pradkice of Chrift and the Prophets 
is written for our Learning : and if this be granted, that wee — 
ought to be imitators of their righteoufnefle, hereby the 
judgment of God may be feen to a Sodomite generation, living 
now upon Englifb ground ; but firft [ fhall begin with my felf, 
who have tranfgreffed the commands of God , and fo found 
guilty of the whole Law, living in pride, drunkenneffe ‘ and 
"gluttony, which I upheld by diffembling and lying, cheating 
and cozening my Neighbors : But now that light which enlight- 
neth every man that cometh into the world, according to Jobs 


writing,bath difcovered the love of God to my underftanding which 
B | cauferh 


~ Ca 
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(2) 
caufech me to with-draw from what I have done: and infleac 
of ftrong drinks and wines, I give the old aie tee 
ter 3 and inftead of roft Mutton, and Rabbets, and other dain- 
ty difhee, | gave him broth chickned with bran » and pudding 
made with bran, & Turnep leaves chop’c together, and gralss 
at which the Old man ( meaning my body ) being moved, 
would know what he had done, that I ufed him {o hardly : 
then I thewed him his tran{greffion as aforefaid + fo the watts 
began, The law of the old man in my flefbly members rebelied again ft 
tke law of my mind, and had a threwd skirw.ifh; bus the mind 
being wellenlightned, heldic, fothat the old man grew fick 
and weak wich the fluxes, like to fall to the duft; but the won- 
derful love of God well pleafed with the Bartle » raifed him 
up againe, and filled him full of love, peace, and content in 
mind, and is now become more humble ; for now he will eate 
Dock-leaves, Mallows, or Graffe , and yeclds thae he oughe 
to give God more thanks for it, then formerly for roaft fle(h 
and wines ; and certainly concludes that this muft be of God 
if ic be done out of love, and not out of felfe-ends 5 for before 
the old man fought with his fleel {word,with his flethly powe 
er againft old men, and that envy in him begat envy in them 
and both cf the Devil, in pretence of liberty and peace, it ig 
eafily judged of by the evens ; for our hghting co regulate go. 
vernment in the Old men, we fee it fill as bad > if not worfe 
then ic was before: Therefore let us put offthe old man with 
his flethly Laws, which reached no farther then the govern= 
ment of earthly bodies, fo that every one for their cbedience 
to God in this fithly Law, receiveth a reward to uphold his 
dcfhly body here upcn Earth, and would Bono further then 
reafon could seach in the organs of feth: Therefore this Law 
could never give life in the fpiricuall Chrift, bue the practifi- 
cers thereof Were the greateft enemies to Chrift, as you fhall 
fee fully in their calling of Chrift Devill, and putting of him 
to death, Mat. 10. Luke 23. Far worfe then bloody Butchers 

for they deftroy their fellow creatures for gaine » and to feed 
their bodies ; but thefe deflroyed that innocent Lamb of God 
meerly out ofdevillith zeale and envy againft innocency ; this 
moves the Butcher co the queftion to know why I would for- 
beare eating of fleth ; To which I anfwer, 


Firh 


-] 


pg 
? 


(3) 

Firft, Ido it exemplary from the Prophet Daniel, Chap. 1. 
which faich, The Kings meate cefileth bis body , and bejeecbeth 
that be might eate pulfe, and drinke water. ‘Chis firft we ought to. 
belicve, becaufe the Scripture faith fo. 2. I believe ic from 
experience. 3- From reafon, 

1. I have experience that God hath enlightned my undere 
Aanding in a great meafure more then before! tooke this 
courfe : So that all rhe Tithe-mongers and felfe-endcd people 
profefling Religion, are afraid to mcet me in any publique 
difpute; huc left I fhould judg my felfe wifer in my own con- 
ceit then my underftanding will beare me out, 1 am here rea- 
dy to be tryed by any perfon or perfons whatfoever, and fo 
much for Experience : Now I thal] thew fome reafong. 

My firft Reafon is, That Ged never accepted of any Crea- 
ture for a Sacrifice of flefh, that would deftroy a body of flefh 
to feed on ; and alfo- forbid his people the Jewes co’feed oa 
chem ; for it is a pra@ice of Dogs and Wolves, Bears and Ly- 
ons, Hogs and Ravens, Kites and Hawks, and many fuch like 
devourers of ficth; and all orany of thefe have no need to fear 
theiz lives, buc from, or of fome of that fame kind; noin- 
nccent creature need never feare his life from an innocent 
creature : Ifall birds would take the Dove foran example, 
and all beafts cake che Lamb for their example, and all men 
cake Chrift for their example, then Mars and Saturn, the two 
chiefe Devills would be trampled under feet. Suchatimeis 
cromifed, but notyet; but God waiteth with long patience 
upon the vellels of wrath, whilftehey prepare themfelves by 
thirfting after fcfhand blood, which are thercby made fit to 
deftroy each other : Therefore hearken to the Do@rine of 
Chiif, in Matth. Chap. 5. 6. Deny your felves, bumble your felves, 
undo your felves of all righteoufne/s of the flefb. Become as little chil- 
dren, like Lambs, like Doves, then Cbrift is ours and we are his: 

Few words tothe wife ws fufictent. | fhallreturnto the reafona- 
ble part of the Law in this Nation , which excludes Butchers 
from being Jury-men of life and death: Surely if they are 
judged uncapable of being of a Jury, becaufe they kill the crea- 
turce, they that buy it with their money to devour it, cannot 
beclear, for wealwayes count the Receiver more fubtil and 
worfechen the Thiefe 5 fothac the buyer is worfe then the 
B 2 Bucher; 


. #5 a ae (4) 


adhearers to this opinion , and conform them of found prin« 


i} : ithi (elves; for whofoever {hall forbeare mar- 
cc eee sine Se aaice nina from the commandement of 


to the mofthigh God, brecds then i. et being fervant rying; ich pretends his commands to be of God, all thac 


arefull of corruption, Then her h fleth, untill they : men wh will {erve the Devill, and maft needs 


Tran{greffor to deftroy each eae up Trangreffor apaing ) are obedient hereunto Pea@incaion neither are they belle 


2. where it faith, A grievous viffon es you haveicin Ifa. 21. be without che fpicit ae “iat if they {hould cate of e~ 


greffor again the tranfgrefor, and the Heit into mie » the tranfa vers, neither obey the Id a hundred be poyfoned at a meale 


thefe deftroyers : and while hs can get acne the governour of | 


; there wou : : : 

ee aa befiege shi: &e. Hai my ee le ie Hae ae oe {piric of power and yeni a ie 
ave Caught me this Dodtrine in the tim : | hers had by the promife , which promifed shem,t the 

youth, | had faved my skull from being cloven Sra | oe feaig poyfon, it fhould not hurt them, and could 


ament againii the King, and alfo take away Serpents: azd if ibey layd their hands on ee Hed 
which laments two years imprifonment foculd recover, a8 you may fee in Mar. 16. ver/.18. Anot 
jak ahenie an for hy paines, and from my fentence to Objection is alledged from that Sei ital eat _ zy fe 
wid Dy my Lord Protector; but all th fs. he faith thele words : That which goeth into the m - 
Wrought togecher for the bet to nog et Hote things where he ta 1 ob th ont cf the mouth , that de- 
and in Cinati | be man, but that which cometi out c} ROUID » t 
are of more value then an office ‘ive * Mei D ne dulteries , fornications, thefts 
ars c ve hundred d 7 be man, which ismurthers, aauitertes , s thefts, 
for lin fome meafure know oa pounds a year, : fileth rhe man 5 i rc th hin 
m ( : 5 eeltimoni 5. &ce Ifthis be meance that any thing 
knew God nor Devill, nor nly hie ce and before F neither | eee Ualaebl cdefile the body, then no man can 


but now havi 7 out into the mouth canno 

out that my body was governed b now having found ! put into : | an vovfoned 
hat San | - but there hath been many a man poy 

Ccnititution from the Rtarry fees. the inclination of m cane poyfoned : the mouth: Iffo, then nothing oughie 


ens, having tryed is with : by taking things into 


many {orts of food i: . hich i ifhable to pure nature, ¢€X= 

cording to th ee and with much fafting and praying ac- ) tobe taken but that which is nourifh ‘0 pul is 

re forks Scripure, which Gave me lightto the confi | cept they have faich and power of pages to a u - 
tutions Of others, and enabled me ini a yadzevenc 18 Of every place © 
| ) co adminifter phy fick | h m: fo in thort, my judg: PS ae 

thers; fo that I have hada h PAYIICK to O- uaa , chi {this nature, that to him 
: undred or {ixe. {core Pati S . re which {peaks any ching © this nature , ' 

once, this gave mea great Ji attents at ab ae i ehin lawiull, asin-relation to Chrift 

eg, Batieris ueeane bla elu by Se ea ee. not expedient. Now to thaofe 
fayd, eating fleth, or drinki Or leaveri : ae 7 tick chear (elves from ih Id, as to den 

: » Or drinkin 2 . ? lL irk chemiclves from ihe WOrIG, a8 y 

their blood, venors g ftrong beere would inflame that will not unlir lands and livings , and all for 


fatber and mother, wife, cbildren, 


their wounds, and : 
encrea ; a : A - : 
3 fe their difeafe, ‘| effence ; but will rarber ferve him 


fo there is no proof li | 
ikee e. « f ‘ + As 
an abfolute aa we) eae Pine ig ab oe i ie ten Commandements. Now this 
Workmanthip ofa pure G é nature being che sceiesnariae cere admiraple love of God, thac hee will 

od, and corrupt n se the wonderfulland admirable love 97 God, 1a 

cuftody of the Devil! - N 2 pt nature under the ai : cording tothac difpeniacion they: 
the Devil: Now for the obieGion j i ema reward alfo according to that dilpe | 
3, Where it faich thus ; Forbidding to ma etna sae th promifed them a blefling in baskec,and 


; rr , : reunder; for he ha | — 
es from meates which God hath created tp rae tian! ) ye children long life in the Land for their obsdi- 
oe ! — of them which believe and know the truth ¢ And ver ee | ence to their Parents in the flefh: but no more then fichhly i 
$ For every creature of God ts good, aid nothing ought to ie | wards can be given for fle(hly obedience ;for hee ee 
refi C ‘ be received with thanke/giving. This Scripture bein c , with Aefhly defires, flefhly inclinations, eee ae aa 

y ulefull for the purpofe, and wil] Bive much light co the | ans; this being a compofure of the fpirics of darknete ie Be 


adhearers 
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body, mult rife agaiinin the fame nature, and 

into the centre of Mars, the god of Aeth, blood ee 

ve every errs thall sone Ne the things which are done in his 

Ody, according toc i 
ene cee Bt at he hath done, whether it be good or 
Then how happy are they that takes Chrift an ; 

phets for theirexample : Chritt being an innocent aie a 

the whole world, expofed himfelf co all danger and difficul. 

ty, not for his owne ends in the fleth , bat for others fakes, e- 

ven them thzt perfecuted him and violated him with terms 

ignomie, calling him a Glutton, anda wine-bibber blar 
phemer, and a Devill, and at lengch killed him out-right, 
and hanged him (hamefully upon the Groffe ; the perfo 

did it were the Prieftz, Councellors, Lawyers, and the rud 

multitude inftru@ed by them, filled all with envy apaingt ne 

Rocency , but all this worketh together for the beft to them that fox 
God, in humblenefle and meekneffe , together with love and 
charity , where envy cannot be ; but fome glimps of the {pi 
rituall lighe which difcerneth all things, even the deep things of 
God, according to the Scriptures, 1 Cor. 2. 10, But Hales it 
{elie will difcover a glimps of Gods proceedings in thefe our 
aayes ; he hath tryed almoft every fortof men, and every for 
of {e&s according to their Pedgreeiu cur Land. ae 

1, The King and Bifhops were exalted next to Chrif. 
_2. The Parliament who found faule with them s Not pul- 
ling the beame of Covetoufneffe out of their owne eyes, and 
their Se&s depending, were all exalted in ftead of the other 
3. The Army wich their Trades and See depending u on 
the fame account, became exalted ; So the Gentlemen Aad 
Farmers have had their curnin Offices and dearth of Corn 
and now they will try inferiour Trades, as Journey-men and 
_Day-labourers, and cheir aflociates depending , even to the 
Orphan and Almf-man , and now giveth them the fulneffe of 
bread, and cloathing, and filver, and all according to their 
re{pective place and capability they arein : So thatnow we 
took over all their proceedings, and judg by their fruice , and 
it will be a hard matter for a low capacity to judge which of 
all thefe parties hath been moftjuft : but 1 being of the lowef 
fort, and unlearned, being amongft day-Jabourers and jour- 


ney~ 


‘right, 
ns thae 


— 
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> and fire, fo 


neymen, have judged my 


hominatiéns : Were not the mo High won 


’ drunkenneffe, being «xp 


i i 3 ent at Eafter 
--gertue of his faith , and receive the Sacramen iffer, 


C7) | 
{elfe with them che worft of all 
thefe parties, in pride, gluttony, drunkeneffe, lyings se 
bling, (wearing, curfing , covetoufrelfe, difobedient ‘9 < 
rente, breeding up.children to difobedience,and all other a 
nations < Werens derfull and ee 
‘thefe finnes are enough to bring juage- 
pee thewbole Land, namely the finne of 
lained, will prove it; al the se 
int ; his Nation, an 
i looks into every. Ale-houle of this 
Ga of which fort are moft there, and they will appear to i 
labouring poor men, which in cimes of fcarcity ae ae 
murmure for want of bread, curfing the aaeaaaipae : 
back ; and before his face, caP a wee vi ihe ee th 
tenance; and fomeave cholerick, ani pater 
ithe: m@idering what they al 
not {peak at all, neither of them coffhide: ee 
i imeof plenty, when they drank in one day 35 Hilt” 
se sbuthell =f barly will make, which will keep two oe 
ry families a whole week in bread ; thiscwo men Wh ae 
twice or three times a week 5 and when SRE mae > wy 
will hear two fermone, and have their child c = 
; i i i dun. he returns 
enallis well ; his confcience being feared up, he re 
arent , and falls on a3 before oo oe 
and gluttony, fpoiling, backbiring bie neiguoourss ee 
and curfing, and reviling againft th- Highsr Sa P- 
orefling him 5 making a good confisatdon cf i — 
drunkard whichis drunk chree or four dayes # t dies ; 
they will fay he is an honeft fellow, and no ate Oe a 
his own,alchough both he and chey that fo do a fae 
oppreffora under the Sunne, and che greateft apace 
poor fatherleife orphans, widdows, and ftcangers, W . | 
Delow them ; for by their drunkenneffe and gluttony aoe 8 
made dear ; and Corne being dear, Land is made dear, fothas 


sat rent for his Fartne, and is con- 


the Farmer muft give a gre pur 
frrained to hiremany more Acres. By this means cattle an 


mi being .coveteous 
Corne hath been at o high rate, the Parmer on 
minded to uphold his wife and children in pompeé ie 
featting und o] quony at Chriffnings and Banquettings, Dy 


i i hy fati= 
which means furfers and difeates drives them to the P Lak 


cifull to us, 
ment and terrors upon t 


C3) 


‘ans, who wait for their prey, to get their 
_Landsand houfes , that they mayile: it Bed i Purchafe 
Thus you fee thas the body of Englandis become ala 
God hath created eyesinus that are the feer ‘to dif eu 
nakedneffe as far as the middle; we Have-alieele-Ii eee ne 
armes, and her head, which keeps her pomp by oan of her 
olence ; but our fight being weake, and moft ork: ae a 
home, and mof convenient for every man to pull thee ps 
a of his ih eye according to the Scriptures, Cea 
thae we may fee clearer, and juftly judoet - frus 
fhall try the inferiour and ae fort of feathing sittt ies 
men, called by the name of Chriftaings, which are chen pea) 
to exchange upon fome body that is filly , or foolith. fl : 
tifh, or covetous, or an ill Husband, ora Drunkard - O hoes 
be condemned for ots feafting , and Wearing fine a oo 
{wearing and lying fo that all forts are laughed at . a 
judged ; but our felves, whilft wee our {elves are doin, Hf 
very fame things , and thisis the fruit that grows u - re 
Tree called Chriftning , or baptizing the Child into ihe F. : 
thers faith; which is an admirable Tree, if it be trye nb he 
child can be in Chrift by the Fathers faith, and no falli : 
from Grace ; then lec usconfider whecher Adam did beli ih 
Chrift: and ific be found he did, then “his baptifre ae 
have faved all the people from Adam co this site and willd 
from this day forward ; forthe Chilc being ba hived Neer 
Fathers faith, groweth up, and begettech nates ata 
not fall away, baptizing children into cheir faith, and ib f 
ward : So that if God had been as wife as we in gunmen 
ceit, he might have faved the lives cf al! his a ake 
pofiles, and peopictoo, bat che niof High. § not ay eee 
beginning to break through the clouds of darkneffe j 
innocent forms of earth, rayfing shem up ees ee 
fithing, and Tent-makiny, to confound the bieh and within. fee 
the wifdome of man is foolifbneffe, 4 Cor. chap. x No + : 
compare this inferiour featt called Chrifte ing with the f a of 
Chrift among the multitude, and fee whict, oy ihe 


Mat. 7.3. 


>» anc can= 


nee more 


was belt exempla- 


ry tothe people, and which produced moft g. } 
body ; and confider the example of Chrifts bicth ae = 
with the pomp and pride of childrens births in our Te 


Again, 
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Again, confider what feaft there was when Ghriff wai bapiiz:d | 


of Fobn, & Ll think we fhall find none atall. Then let us tee what 
Chrift had ac his feaft with che people, he being able to command 
flones to be bread, or seater to be wine, wasallo ableto command 
roft Beef or pigs but he was co be exemplary co all people on 
earth, in all his actions and do&:ine, made ati innocent feaft for 
the people with barly loaves and fithes, Mat. 14, But fome will 
objeé and fay, he was able to work miracles, and weare not. 
To which f anfwers If weas he, were able to command all 
things, and yet would have nothing at our fezft but barly loaves 
and tilhee, what advantage would our power be co this Feafi? che 
Feaft being innocent, wichout hurting any creature that breath- 
ed onearth; but on thecontrary, he endeavoured to preferve, 
and to reconcile the people to God with found words ot inftru- 
&ions urtered with love, peace, and meeknefle, with motions of 
healing all people that were brought to him: Sothat you may 
fee a great difference betwixt his feaftand the other. Again, he 
often wenc to the Feaft of che Jews, and toa wedding co fhew 
forth the power of his facher, in turning water into wine; but 
we never finde that ever he wasdrunke, or eate bic of Acthat any 
of their Feafts, or Wedding : The Pafleover was his owne Featt, 
and did belong to the fulfilling of the law of che Father in his 
fi:(h, even fora difobedient. people , which che Lord by Mofes 
brought out of A’gypt from their fl:(h- pots, into the wilderncfs, 
to purifie their bodies with Angels food called Manna, which. 
thty ground in mills, or beat in morters, to make in Cakes: But 
they Icofing their grofnefs, grew Jeane and hungry, and turmu- 
red, atid rebelled againft the Lord, lufting after the flefb- pots of Avgypt : 
Their defires being much and ftrong, the Lord granted them 
ficfh, even as he granted chem a King, and his wrath and plague 
came withic, as you may fee in Numb. 11.33. & Pfal. 78.31. 
While the fi-(b was yet between their teeth, before it was chewed, even 
then the wrath of the Lord was kindled againft the people, and the Lord 
finote the people with an exceeding preat plague. Thus you fee what 
miferable creatures we are,being bredup wirh flefh and blood,o- 
nyons and garlick,all under Mars,who God hath made governor . 
over thachumor that luftech afcer flcth and blood, which ts made 
frong inus by feeding ofir, as] my felfe may fpeak by experi- 
ence ;forif God had conymanded mee to forbeare fieth before I 
C | ha 


(10 ) 

had knowledg cf this my difcourfe,alchough he had fent an An- 
gel or a man working miracles, | doubt I fhould have judged all 
to be of the Devill, for the luft | had after she {weetneffe of fcth; 
even asthe rich men in thefe our dayes will deny the Scripture, 
wherein Chrift commanded the rich man in the Gofpel, to fell bis 
goods and give to the poor : Bat racy will fay, it reached no farther, 
then that one rich man fhouid; for fay they, if we fhould belicve 
this Scripture to extend tous, we fhould make the poor richer 
then our felves : So it feems by this, that they had rather deny 
this Scripture, and many more that {peak to this purpofe , even 
~ Chrift andall, rather then to part from their riches; this would 
have been my condition in ignorance : 

Therefore let noe the rich men miitake me, and chink chat I 
would have them fell cheir goods, before God hath enlightned 
their underflandings, & lee chem fee the danger of keeping it,for 
then they would play the Hypocrites, and doe as bad to them~ 
felves, asif they had keptir, alchough good to others; this 
would be thecondition of every one that fhall forbear fleth, or 
beere, ag in relation to God, becaufe itis a finne sgainftthe bcdy; 
or bodies and foules of men : Except any man thinks be finnes a- 
gainft God in eating , to him it is finne, becaufe be is weake, and doub- 
teth : Soheoughrta forbear, becaufe cf hisicruple 5 as you 
fhall feein Rom.14.8. 1 Cor.8.10. Forif any man tee thee 
which hath knowledge firactable in the Idols Temple, thall 
not the con{cience of him which is weak be boldned to eax thofe 
things which are facrificed to Jdolls ? you may obfcrve from 
this, chat he thac walketh by another mans lighi before he is ful- 
ly convinced in himfelfe, if he buildeth on fand , he will fallin 
che Tempeft, becaufe he hath loft his tender light of his (cruple, 
which Paul endevored to ftrengthen in every one of his brethren, 
fet chem be of whac opinion they would in matter of confcience: 
Its very plainein Rem. 14, and very few in their daves beleeveth 
it; for we allery out again many opinions, yet «very one 
would have his owne opinion juftified ; we may 28 weil cry out 
and condemn every one his Neighbour, becaufe they differ in 
phyfiognomy, and fo condemn the work of God withoutus, as 
well as within us,but this is rebellion againit our Maker;for the 
Scripture commandeth us not to judge one another in mateer of 
confcience towards God, :but for the finne againft parte 

an 
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7 ( Ik ) 
and neighbours ; we ought to know the Tree by his fruits. So 
that any man or men in Countreys, Towns, or Cities, that fhall 
defraud his brethren , and fhall advance themfelves in pride by 
oppreflion and tyranny, imitating Sodome and Gomorrab in all 
manner of abhominations ; ifany fee this imitated in England, 
it’s high time for we, or they that fo fee, to become imitators 
of Chrift and the Prophets ; firftin order of the Prophets that 
caine before Chrift, who were ordered by cheir pra@tice to (hew 
I/racl their tranfgreflions, in drinking water by meafure, andin 
making bread ; for Ezekiel took of wheat, barly, and beans, and 
lentiles, and millet, and ficches, and puc them ina veffel, and 
made bread thereof; and inficed of butter and {pice, he was to 
take cows dung, infteed of mens dung, to prepare his bread with, 
and he was to have his porsion by weight, Ezek. 4, 9. Thus the 
Prophes wasto fhew them cheirerrorin matter of food; and 
for clothing, you may fee in Ifa.20. Whowasa Prophet of 
God, ordered nos onely to weare fack-cloth , but to go naked, 
and without thoes three years : If chefe Scriptures are written 
for our learning , imitation, and pra@ice, then we are to judge 
which are the Prophets of God, by this practice in Scripture ; 
and if fo, where fhall we finde Prophets of God : But fome will 
fay, we are to follow Chrift and the Apoftles in the New Tefta- 
ment; and if you will have it fo, then we muft exa@ly fee what 
orders they had in their Commiffion, that we may know them 
from hirelings : We finde in the Commitlion, that they were to 
go and preach without mony, or fcrips, or (hoes on their feet, 
but to bee fhod with fandalls, Marke 6.8. Sowe may doubt 
whether we fhall finde any Apoftles too, if we hall judge by 
Chrifts Commiffion ; but if you will not own thefe Scriptures, 
neither let us try them that mark out the falfe Apoftles and Tea- 
chers, namely Jobs 10. where he faith, the bireling is not bis Shep- 
herd : and Mat. 7. where he faith, ye {ball kuow them by their fruits, 
inwardly they are ravening wolves. Many more Scriptures to this 
purpofe there are; but if you havea minde to your hirelings fill, 
you will belive no Scripture that is againft him, neicher is there 
any forhim; fothat all che true pra@icall part of Scriptures 
muft bee layd afide, onely talk of it and difpute of ic alittle, and 
pick out of it a few places to preach out off, and to write, to get 
{ome mony to uphold their pride and honour in this world, to 
C 2 pleafe 


(12) | - (13) - 
. ‘ ‘ther: icpintoy ©, 
pleate the old man in the fleth:Surely if Jobu the Baptift fhould Curfe not the Kings Po ae whith 
come forth againe, and call himfelf Leveller, and take {uch food bed chamber, for the fouls of beave Tete aaieaihae Go 4 


as the wildernefle yeelded, and {uch cloathing, and Preach up bath wing! » epetany Fie he Prophet : by this I faw chat 
a 


his former Du&rine, He that bad two coats thexld 63 : de ule of : fo I 
them, and be that bath food fbould doe foe o ee ieeratcit : peinaile ufe of natural caules 2 Sana mes 
would our proud Gentlemen and Gallants look of him, ae cameto know God in nein svi he Gout (ayer and againft 
hath gotcen three or four Coacs with great gold and filver but- cures where the Lord {pea Sree ade ; all thefe 1 found to be 


tons, and halte a fcore dainty difhes at his Table i 

gallanchoufe, and his furnicure therein ; therefore iisScistue 
muft be incerpreted fome other way, or elfe denied : and this ie 
our condition, if che Scripcare will not ferve for our own ends 
to fulfill felfeifh defires, to uphold the old man in his fiefhly 
honour, which belongeth to the Magiftrateonely , who God 
hath made a Minifter for chy wealehs fake, anddoth not at all 
belong to innccency nor Chrift ia the Spirit; for there is (mall 
figne of che olde mans dying or putting off, whilft he {mites his 
fellows for the liberty of his fle(hly defires; and this is our con- 
dition that loveth the world, in whom the love of God cannoe 
be, 1 Jobn2. 15,16. Lovenct the world, neither the things of the 
werld : If any man love the world, the hve of the Father is not in bim 


Aftrologers, a ede. and will reach no further chen the old 
the ae Geth, yet very neceflary to be known, that we may a= 
ne ae vill thereof : Chrift and che Prophets knew all chefe 
ines elfe they would never have (poken againgt them, ae 
things 2 ornid man have often fpoken againft things that we 
ee of blinde aeale, but not according to knowledge: 
knew not, Out le us, that wee judge no mans 


he Scripture ru ee 
eee . God only in the Spirie, but our judg- 


i heir fruits 5 

cernall of every tree according tot ; 

asi Se Mion ought to know them: So to reprove every man 
be Neighbor to his face, leave off backbiring and flindering one 


i heer in deriding che actions of 
another, and pore ee pai we think-our felves wiler 


for all that is in the world, as the lft of the fle(h, the Luft hich we cannot do, : ss 
; oe : 9 of the eyes, and others, whictt ® ‘ug havel obferved in many Families, 
the pri of lifes isnot of the Fatber, bat i of the world : Thefe Scrip. then they 5 Laneen reir difcourfe, 1c feldom or never en- 


when they have 


tures have I endeavored formerly to interpret fome other way, ve hap 
ded without backbiting 5 


a oa: hind cheir 
by abfurdities and confequences; how that if we fhould not or deriding one another behin 


which caufeth envy, and fets on fire e~ 


weare fuperfluous chings, thoufands of people : sacks with their tongues, which caul aa 
want of Trading, andl by confeq rece Cee , ae char ufeth it againg nena f pea 7 
uponus : So [being not willing to loofe my Pride and world- 7 Scripture, Jam. 3. and this cometh Aeidely oan ae helps 
ly pomp, I queftioned the truth of the Scriptures, and even : old man in the flefh, Rom. 8. 13. The coe i ae orcas tas 
God himfelfe, and al! for want of fome glimps of fpirituall | there are inthe Scriptures, if we will believe Hy eae 
light, which my -naturall eyes in reafon could not difcerne Geth; for Chrift faith, Mat. 7. 8. dicate ibe opened: Thais 
Therefore the moft hizh was pleafed to convince me with nati | he that feeketh findeth, and to bim that <Geeay na ? nate ee 
ral] formes, namely birds ofthe Aire, which every day broughe Sccripure feems to reach further then the : c ee ae 
me intelligence according to my worldly occafions ; ee ainok : {es for (ome that did not oni we 4 aflifted chem therein ; 
three years pace I have obferved chem » for chey would-foretell out Devils, and it feems the power of GO Cche Devill, for oe 

me of any danger or croffe, or any joy from friends; 1 mean an for they could not doe it by the sake oft oo Bec aa 

! -danger or difhonour to my perfon, or loffe of cateell or sonic: they would not have made ufe of we oe Pee fi ae be 
‘Orany other difadvantage to my adyancement in che iearid. hinelf faith, If Satan caft ont Satan, a ing Gad thoutd cal 
and thie cleerly convinced me, that there was a power above 12.26. Andivscontrary to any io a vee Seid acconiing 
man» Then Iconfidered the wife mans faying, Ecclef. 10. to. out God, or the Devill caft out the a ; 0 

Cur fe 
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or falfe prophecying, to deftroy che honour of the old man in 
them, that they may be broughe forth as tryed in the fire, more 
pure in the fpirit of Light : but if any (hall enquire after God at 
the mouth of his Prophets, only to uphold the honour and am- 
bition of the old man in this world, God wiil fend them falfe 
(pirits to preach lyee, of purpofe to deftroy chem; and this will 
come upon thofe that are for their ows ambiticus ends, a8 you 
may feein 1 King. 22, where the falfe (pirics wasit’on God for 
their mefluage, and God fends them forth » and dide chem prof- 
per, to pleafe Abad in his requeft ; Thus wee fee for the love of 
this world people are deftroyed. Then let us conclude, that ic is 
high time to caft off the old man with his radiments, wich his 


malice and envy, and entertain light, love, and peace, and Joy in 


the boly Ghoft; That this may be our treafure, leading us 

that throne of grace, full of unfpeakable joyes, where Chrift fee 
teth in the Councell of his Father, wich all his Angels, entertai- 
ning all wich fulnefs ofjoy, thagentereth in at this narrow gate, 
wiping away all teares, and all defires (hall ceafe, and forrow 
fhall never more come neare them ; and inftead thereof fuch joy 
that neicher congue ofmen or Angels can expreffe. 


If men and Angels do prove filent, than 
Why fhould not 1, an inferiour man : 
Now am Ifilent, and indite no more, 
Pray ufe no violence then againgt the poor. 


O Mortall 


Early English Books Online, Copyright © 2019 ProQuest LLC 
Images reproduced by courtesy of The Huntington Library 


to the whole tenour of Scripture, chat God anfwereth all forts _ 
of people according to that difpenfation they are under, if cheir 
defires are fervent, whether it be for their good, or their hurt, ag 
have proved fuficiently in my difcourfe concerning the fleth gi- 
ven to the children of Ifrael, 1 Sam. 8. 7. where God faith to 
Samuel, Hear the voyee of the people in all that they (ball fay unto thee. 
So God condifcended co the defires of the people for the hurt of 
their bodies in granting them a King ; but if any out of zeale to~ 
wards God in the Spiric will pray unto him, and yet would up- 
hold the righteoufneffe of Godin the f:th; God an{wering them 
with fuch fpirits as may difhonour them in this world, by lying 


15) - 
Mortall forme what doft thon mean! H¥'bo "tis (hall beare the Scepter, 
Tomake fuch long delay ; When the old whore is dead. 
Keeping thy foule fo poore and leane, Thus to the wife in their concetty 
Againft the dreadfull day. As I my [elfe have been: bey mjob 
To whom we all mujt once appeare, They now {ball know that once ley might, — 
To receive our fentence decp 5 Have left the greateft fiane, 
The forrowring hearts, and terrible feares, OEnglandthenrepent ; 
Making our foules to weep. Por the mifery thou art itt - 
Two things there are to us propos dy W hich have all by confent, 
Wilft swe on earth do dwell, Liv’d on each others finne. 
In chooftmy one, the other's loft, If pride fbould bani(b’d be away, 
Letit be beaven or bell. Then Trade {men out would crys 
Then muft our choife be circum [pecs Come let us kill, eate, and flay, 
Without a sorldly mind : Or elfe for want we dye" 
Left God one day do us vejedt, Then would the Gentry mourn, 
And we no mercy finde. Without pride they cannet live : 
If beaaen we choose, then hell is loft, And flives to get them Corn, 
we cannot it embrace ; Whilft they themfelves deceive, 
But to the glory of joy we muft, Thus pride becomes our god, 
Swallow'd be inendleffe grace. And deare to us as lifes 
If bell we choofe, the world is gain’d, Whofe abfence makes us fad, 
Which is that flefh defires : And cannot pleafe our Wife. 
Then need we nothing to refrain, Tf the poor labouring men, 
That pride and luft requires. Live of their onne encreafe 5 
Such as our lufts and covetoufneffe, Where are your Gentry then, 
The belly and backe to pleafe ; But gone among the Beafts. 
With felling and buying, diffembling and If any would know who is the Author, 
Tet we cannot live at eafe. ( lying, Or aske whofe lines are thefe : 
But frill in difcontent abide, I anfwer, one that drinketh water, 
Defiring after more : And now a liver at eafe, 
Our envy would that all bad dyed, In drinking cannot be drunk, 
That loved not the whore. Nor am I moved to {weare : 
Her Merchants they do bowle and weep, And from wenching am I funk, 
Their traffique none will buy: My bones are kept fo bare. 
They wifbing now to fow or reape, For it is the grofsneffe of the flefo 
One yeare before they «ye. That makes the foule to {mart ¢ 
In Revelation, Chap. nineteen, And is the caufe of bis owne Inft, 
In truth there you may read That commits adultery in his heart. 


FINIS. 


